AD-A264 276
TR

A CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY
OF THE MAINLINE LEVEE REPAIK,
DYER COUNTY, TENNESSEE
LEVEE MAINTENANCE PROJECT - A NECATIVE
FINDING REPORT.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Memphis District

Jimmy D. McNeil
Archeologist

October 1988

10855

A

05k AN

93~

P

» L .
i ..




REPORT DOCUMENTATION

-

’l

A

E

o

3
I
O 0
kel
i
(o]
<
N
Q

o
SR
=

Poohi ceDL
athereg
Cobegredr ot At
Davis Mg wey. Su

oy

210N mea0Cy
Vararement ane Honge Fapera

ey Smry g e

€ hen ey

Eymre Ber e T 0L OEY YAy narrn T 3AYT 3

1. AGENCY USE ONLY (Leave biank)

2. REPORT DATE
October 1988

Final

3. REPORT TYPE AND DATES COVERED

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE

A Cultural Resources Survey of the Mainline Levee Repair,
Dyer County, Tennessee, Levee Maintenance Project,
Negative Finding Report

A

6. AUTHOR(S)
Jimmy D. McNeil

5 FuhDinG NUMBIRS
96x3112

In House

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES)

B. PERFORWMING ORGANIZATION
REPORT NUMBER

Dept. of the Army

9. SPONSORING / MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES)

Memphis District Corps of Engineers
B-202 Clifford Davis Federal Bldg.
Memphis, TN 38103

10. SPONSORING : MONITORING
AGENCY REPORT NUMBER

202

11, SUPPLEMENTARY NQOTES

Unlimited

12a. DISTRIBUTION / AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

12b. DISTRIBUTION CODE

resources.

13, ABSTRACT (Maximum 200 worgs)

An intensive cultural resources survey was conducted. A literature search and
pedestrian survey failed to locate any archaeological, architectural, or historical

14, SUBJECT TERMS

15 NUMEBER OF PALGES

|

17. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
OF REPORT

18. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
OF THIS PAGE

19. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
OF ABSTRA(T

NSN 7540-01-280-5500




ABSTRACT

On 21 September 1988, an intensive Cultural Resources Survey was conducted by

the Environmental Analysis Branch of the U.S. Army Corps of Enginzers, Mem-
phis District along a portion of the Mainline Levee in Dyer County, Tennes-
see. A literature search and a pedestrian survey failed to locate any arch-

eological, historical or architectural sites within the proposed project

Thus, it 1s concluded that the proposed work will not have any impact

on cultural resources.

area.

[P

ey .
G %
e ===
51 %‘ : i

g i

A-| | \

- o i S i ST

et




TASLE OF CONTENTS

Abstract

Taple of Contents

List of claps

Introduction

Study Area and Project Description
Environmental Setting

Results of the Literature Search
Survey Methodology and Results
recommendat ions

Bibliography

Map 1

Map 2

il

4
Location Map

Project Detail Map




INTRODUCTION

An intensive cultural resource survey was conducted on 21 September 1Y88.
The length and width of the proposed borrow area was walked over and shovel
test units dug where required. The literature search indicated no sites in

the propeosed area.

STUDY AREA AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Memphis District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is proposing to conduct
emergency repairs at two locations in Dyer County, Tennessee, Both repairs
are along the portion of mainline levee adjacent to the Obion River (Map 1).
Slide No. | is 1,500 feet long and 260 feet wide. Slide No. 2 is 1,000 feet
long and Zvy feet wide. Slide No. | is 9 acres in area and Slide No. 2 is 6

acres, the entire project is a total of 15 acres.

The Corps proposes to rebuild the levee failures further back from the river
edge. Each section will be tied~in to the existing levee (Map 2). Materials
for building the new levee sections will be taken from the existing older

levee. No other borrow areas will be required.

ENVIROMENTAL SETTING

‘The project area is located in the eastern lower Mississippli alluvial valley

(Fisk 1944). The eastern lowland is the active flood plain of the Missis-




sippi River and is characterized by alternating ridges and depressions of
little relief. The ridges are the natural levees and the lowlands are aban-
doned channels formed by the continuous meandering river and its tribu-

taries.

The project right-of-way is under cultivatlion. However, the levee area was

covered with trees and bushes, here could be found green ash (Fratiaus pen~-

neslyvanica var subiategeriana), red maple (Acer rubrum), and American elm

(Ulmus americana). Common private {Ligustrum amurense), rue anemone (Anemo-

nella thalictorides), Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), panic grass

(Panicum sp.) and aster (Aster sp.).

Various species of fauna were abserved. Avifauna observed in the area

include Carolina chickadee (Parus carolinensis), Americana crow (Corvas

brachyrhynchas), common flicker (Calaptes auratus), downy woodpecker (Picoi-

des pubescens), American robin (Turdus migratoius), blue jay (Cyanocitta

cristata), northern junco (Junco lyemalis), and horned lark (Eremaphile

alpestris).

Mammal signs observed in the area included raccoon (Procyon lotor), white-

tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus flori-

da), fox squirrel (Sciurus niger), gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), and

Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana).




RESULTS OF THE RECORDS SEARCH

Tennessee State Site Records and the National Register of Historic Places
were consulted. No prehistoric or historic cultural remains were recorded

within the proposed project area.

SURVEY METHODCLOGY AND RESULTS

The entire right-of-way was under cultivation. Even though crops were in the
fields the visibility was 640-60% overall. From the landward edge of the
existing levee two transects, 30 meters apart, were walked along the length
of the right-of-way. No, non-modern cultural materials or indicators were

found.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on an infield cultural resources survey and a background literature
search, no evidence of prehistoric, historic, or architectural resources
exists within the direct impact zone of the proposed project area., However,
on the surface was found recent glass and plastic. If is, therefore, con-
cluded that the proposed project will not have any impact on cultural resour-

ces .

The survey methodology used does not eliminate the possibility of encounter-

ing deeply buried sites. Therefore, it is recommended that nay site encoun-




tered during coastruction be protected from further damage until its signifi-

cant can be determined by the Environmental Analysis Branch, Memphis Dis-

trict, Corps of Engineers in conjuction with the Tennessee Historical Commis-

sion.

Fisk, Harold N.

1944
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